40                        KELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
lie found this discourse did not please me; I told him, he mistook me very much; for though I confessed it did not please me to find him to be what I hoped he was not, that is, a person who pretended to no religion, yet it pleased me very well that he had been so just to himself as to let me know it before any engagements had passed between us.
1st Sist. If I had not known that my sister was never courted before, I should have thought you had passed a great many such encounters as these.
3rd Sist. You know 'tis all new to me; but, however, I knew the thing was for my life, and that I must speak now or never, and I was resolved to put an end to it.
1st Sist. I must own you were in the right, though I am persuaded I could not have said half so much.
3rd Sist. Why you ha'n't heard half of it yet; I made him angry, serious, laugh, and, I think, verily, once I made him almost cry.
1st Sist I am sorry I interrupted you; pray go on then : what said he next ?
3rc? Sist. He said he wondered I could say that no engagements were between us ; he said he was so engaged to me as he could never go back. I answered, that as his engagements were from himself, so they were best known to himself; but that he knew very well I was under none to him. He smiled then, and said he hoped I was. I answered, I had not professed to be engaged; I told him, I would not deny that I had respect enough for him to have gone further, had not such difficulties appeared as I could never get over, and had he been the person he was represented ; but that, as it was, I had too much respect for myself to ruin myself